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Introduction 



fFhat Is a Patent? 



A patent is a grant; by the Uiiited States to an invenlor of the right' 
to exclude others for a limited time from making, using, or selling 
his invention in this country. It is a printed document in which the 
invention is fully disclosed and the rights of the inventor are defined. 
When iin inventor secureb a patent he has the opix)rtunity to profit 
by manufacture, bal^, oi^^use of the invention in a protected market 
or^by charging others for muking or using it. Eights for patents 
granted for invention of new and useful processes; machines, nftau- 
facturfe, compositions' of matter or plants, run for. 17 years from 
the date when the patent i£ gmnted; A patent for a iiev?^,-original and 
ornamental design for an article jof 'manufacture may run for 3V^, 7, 
or 14 years, ^as desired by the patentee. 



The Importance of Patents 

It is natural to ask why the X}p\^ernment makes this offer of pro- 
jection under the patent law. llief answer is in the Constitution itself, 
>\*hich provides that Congress may secure this riglit to ir\ventor& ih 
order to 'promote the progress &f the use/id arts. The public benefits 
trom this system for three reasons : 

First, by t>ffering patent protection, it encourages the inventor to ^ 
^ make }he invention, 

, Second, if the inventor succeeds with the help of the patent in 
developin^ajid marketing the invention, the^pubUc is jgiven the op- 
portunity to use it, ' ' 

Third, since the inventor must describe the invention. in tKe patent, 
and copies of the patent may be [Airchased by the public for 50 cents 
each, the knoidedgt of the inventioKis made available to everyone. 

If it were not ^f or the patent law many inventors would-be im'able 
to develop/ their inventions and would abandon their ideas instead 
-of going forwa^rd with them, and many others would keep them se- 
, cret as long as they could, instead of publishing them in patents 
which stimulate others to make still further inventions, ' ' * 
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The Independenrlnventor 



A great deal of tlic progress of 't)ie United^ States ha.s resulted, from 
inventions made by iiuentors working independently of any large 
organization. It is felieved that sucli people will make many im- 
portant inventions in the future, as they have in Uie past, "these in- 
ventors are often puzzled by such problems as whether to seek 
patent-protection and what steps to take to obtain. th^ benefit of the 
patent law. In the following discussion we will therefore assume that 
you ha^ve iftade an invention and that you. need a practical guide to 
help you solve these problems. 

^ lou should seek professional adnce at a vei^^ early stage in con\ 
nection with any invention, and this pamphlet is provided as an out- 
line of the basic facts you shoidd know in cooperating with your 
patent practitioner;^ It cannot possibly serve as a *>ubstitHte for thp 
detailed professional advice you Will need in relation to yoiir particu- 
lar problems. . ' 

Sumpikry o£ Basic Steps' 

Th^ questions uppermost in the minds of most inventors are these: 

1. Should I j:ry to obtain a patent? 

2. If I decide tp try to obtain a patent, what steps can X take, to , 
secure the best possible patent protection ? • 

3. ' Wliat steps can I take to fl^iprove my chances of developing and 
marketing my invention successfully? 

It .is important that you reaji-ze there. is no way to get assurance 
in'advance thai you wiH be granted a patent, or that you will be able 
to profit if you ^^btain one. However, you may' improve your chances 
gi-eatly by following the suggestions made in this pamphlet if your 
Invention is u&(^fiil and new. If on the' other hand the features you 
consider important are not new or are not usefilh these suggestions 
wjll help you, to discover this early enough* to a^^qid needless expense. 
Th6 steps you should take a re these : 

J. Study yotfi- inventidn^ in relation to 6ther available ways of 
doing the job, |n(J decide ^whether the invention provides advantages 
that make it sa^ble. 

^Tho word "practit^ner * is ust»d In this parat^hlet to refer to persons who ftr^ regia- 
tered to iiractice in tiie Patent and , Trademark 6ffke by preparlnpr and proseoutlnK patent 
applications, refrartlless of whetiier tliese pemns are patent attorneys (all except a few 
of whom *are lawyers) or patent agents (noiilawyers). • 

./^ • ■ 
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2. Get a trustworthy friend to sign his name ks witness on a dated 
drawing or description of the invention, and^ke^p Careful records 
of.the steps you tak<? and their dates. Xote also. Disclosure Document 
l^rogram Offei-ed by the Patent and Trademark Office/ Page- 4. 

Make a search to find tlie most closely related' prior patents. 
ThisVan be done for you by any patent practitioher, ' 
J4: Compare' the p^^tents found in the se<arch with your invention. 
Your deci^on whether to seel^ patent protection should be ba^d on. 
, your own comparison of these ndtents with the»'featui-es of yqur in- 
vention which you bc?Iieve to l^new and valuable, and on the advice 
of your-practitioner. ^ I 

5. If you find that your inv^ition includes valuable features not 
shown in the patents found in tlk search, instruct your practitioner 
to prepare an application for patent f^ml to>file it in the Patent and 
Trademark Office. Help^ him prepare a good application by giving 

'^im all the useful infonnation you can provide. ^ \ 

6. Keep in close toueh with the jl^ogi^s of your application in the 
Patent and Traclemark Office. Tell your practitioner promptly of any 
changes you may make in your invention and, of the steps, you take 
to-develop ifnd market, it. Study the patents which the Patent and 
Tradeniark Office may cite against your application. Help your prac- 

• titioner to overcome i-ejections by pointing out in what way, your in- 
vontion ditfei^ from those descril^dVin earlier patents. ' 

Each of these points Is explaine^d in some detail in the following 
sections. 

^ 

FIRST STEP • ^ 

d' 

Make Certain It is Practical ^ . 

Many pei-sons believe they can profit from their inventions merely 
by patenting them: This is a mist^ike. No one , can profit froni a 
patent unless it covei-jj some feature Vhich pfovidei> an improvement 
for which peopje are willing .to pay. You 'shoulTUtherefore tr>^. to 
make sure that your invention will p^roV^ide this kind of \advantage 
before you spend monev in tryin'g to paten^t it. " 

SECOND STEP , * i 
' Witnesses, Records and Diligence 

, Importance pfwihiesses. It may Ix-como important foiivou later 
to lie-able to prove jhd date when you first conceived the idea of your 
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invontion. If ydn iiiaJe a wntt4.'n\je.H'riptjon or \lrawiiigb. or built 
and tested it, yoa may aKu noed to. prove the^e facts and dates, and 
your dili<?ence in lompU'tinp: and te^ting/*lt. Ytni will not be able to 
provo any of tlVoM* things to the sitiifaction of the Patent and 
Trademark O'fliee oi-^fi -rnited States eoiirt unle.^b jj^oui own tebtunony 
Is Mippuited by*uno or mure othei person> who have knowledge of 
*thei3e faets froui fu-bt-hand uhbervation. so that at lodbt one other 
pei^on ean testify, in your behfvlf a^ your eorroborating witness. 

\Make and Keep Good Records. You should prepare a record 
iintlu* fonii of ii >I).ettii or diawuiir or wiitten description promptly 
aftK'r you fiivt irit tlie^idea uf ^\0Mr invention, and ask one or more of 
your tru-twoitliy friend^ to rend and understand and^sign anjl date 
tills iveord. a-> uitm-si'.. You should aKo kiH'p a rarefiilh datl^d ree- 
ord of otliei \ ou takf iti woilgn^r on the inv^'ntioi^. and get one 

' or more fnenJs^to wuiiess these .^teps iind sign their names as wit- 
nesses ^to \our records. Y«>u sh(mld^ keup eorre.spondence about the 
invention. >ales shps uf uuiti^rials you buy for use in working on it, 
and any models or drawi^ng.s. so that these will be on Jiand if needed 
to help you pro ye the facts and djtes of the steps you have taken. * 

Letter to Yourself Vf'ill ISot Pfotect.You. Manv person^ believe 
that they mn jJnitert, their inventions against later inventors mei^ly 
by mailing to thcm^ches a registered letter describing the invention. 
This is not true. Your priority right against anyone elst? who lyakes 
tbe .saine inventiv>iv independently- cannot be sustained except by 
testimony of someone cKe who corrob(jVates your own testimony as to 
all important |dcts. such as conception of the invention, diligence, 
and the succes^>»f any tests you may liave made. It is there foixi im- 
portant that sonic trustwoithy friend witness th^se things. The in- 
, vontiou will not l>e full protected* until patented. * 

Disclo^re Document Program. The Patent aiid Trademark Of- 
fice pro\|des a .sei \ u'c of storing, for two years, papers disclosing an 
invent la^i. Tliis ^crvive does no^ dimintsh the v^lue of the conven- 
. tional^witnes.^ed and iiot(^rized records, but does provide a creditable 
form of evidence. A ,free Jjrochure detailing the procedures of this* 
program is available on re<|uest. Address: Commii»sioner of Patents 
an^Ti:a(lemark<. Wa.shington, I.).<\ •202:U. 

/ THIRD STEP 

' The Search 

Why the Search Is Important. You cannot obtain, a valid patent 
if your invention is anticipated b} any earlier printed publication or 



?afent in any count^-y, or by commercial use in the United States." 
f you decide that your invention is valuable enough to patent, your 
next step shouKl be to ihake a careful search through patents already 
issued to find out if it is new- as compared to these patents. This is 
importmit for a number of reasons : * ^ ^ 

Fii-st, makmg a search involves less expense than trying to obtain 
a i>atent. If you learn through the seai*ch that the invention cannot- 
be patented you will save the cost of preparing and filing a patent 
application. 

Second^, even if none of the earlier l)atents shows all the details of 
*your invention, they nuiy bhoW the ^ly Mportant features or theV^ 
may show^ other way.^ of doing the joB^that are as good or better th« 
yours. If this is the case, you will not want to try to get patent pro- 
te<:tion on an invention that cannot be commercialized. . ' 

Third, even if nothing is found in the search which comes veiy 
close to yi)ur invention, you w^ill still find it helpful to consider the 
closest patents of others in taking steps to^^bbtain a strong patent on 
your own invention. ' * ' . * ^ 

Search in Pqfen^and Trademark Office Search Room. The 

search should be made in the Search Room of the Patent and Trade- 
mark Office in Crystal Plaza, 2021 Jefferson Davis Highway, Arling- 
ton, Virginia. You may make this search yourself if you wish; the 
staff of the Patent and Traxleniark Office Search Room will assist you 
in decidin<^ which classes and subclasses should be searched but they 
cannot make the search for you. Many inventors have done this and 
have found it Helpful and stimulating. With somewhat more dif- 
ficulty, a search can be made in any one 0f 22 libra*i'ies located 
tjiroughout the country which keep a numerical file of .United States 
Patents. The book, "General Infjjrmation Concemiftg Patents" con- 
tains a list of these libraries. However, making a proper search re- 
quires both skill and experience. Most inventors hire practitioners 
to mrfke their 'searches, both for this reason and in order to save the 
, time and expense of a trip to the Patent and Trademark Office, 
Patent practitioners having offic^iti any part of the country can 
make the searches, either personally on ogf>of their trips to the JPat- 
tent and Traderiiark Office, or through an associate located near the 
Patent and Trademark Office. 

, 'Get Help From Patent and Trademark Office Roster. The Pat- 
ent and Traclemark Office has a roster of all registei*ed practitioners 
who are available to prepare and prosecute patent applications f^t 
inventoi^ and yo^ may employ someone from this roster to make 
your search. You can buy a copy of this roster from the Superintend- 



ent t)f DtKunients, T.S. (lovfrniiu'iit Printinc^ Ofiice, Washingto^ 
liORVJ (-ee tlK» li>t of I>ul)llcatu)ll^ in tUe front of this painplilet 
for pute). or mh' one at an\ of the dr^trict oflice of the U.S. Deparf- 
ment of Cbnimeree or the Small Biusine-s Aduiinistration, at your 
State I)e{)artiiient of (V^mnieree and Industry, or At a puhlic library 
doMfrnatiHl a de[)o>ltoiy for Ciovernnient publication's. The Patent- 
and Trademark Olliee ran KMid a li^t of thoho practitioneib with'of- 
Hre^ in \ our own rei:(Ion to you without eharo^e, Addreiis your request 
Uy (/onmus-^ioner of Patents apd Trademarks, Wabhin^^ton, D.Cr 

Your Searcher Will Furnish Estimate. The Search lo deter- 
niint* whether your in\Wtion is new is called a Pnlmiin<vy ^Sccvrh^ 
a-^ it is pivliiiiinai \ to the -pos-tble pre{*tiration and. fUint? of u patent 
application. You nia\ a-k tlie practitioner \oii have chc^en to fur- 
nish an UiKance estimate of the co>t of making such a seiirch, And 
also an estmuite of his fuither fee> m caso*you should later de<?i<Je to 
file a patent application. The .search fee will dcjjflend somewhat on 
whether ymi decide have the .search cover both the United States 
patents and readily available foreign patents, or only the Uijited 
States patents. ' , * 

Explain Invention to Searcher. You «hm>ld , explain to your 
seaixhen the feitures which you belie\e are iH^' and important, and 
how they work to provide improved i-evSulf^. This explanation may* 
be made through drawings or sketche.s, models, written description,. 
orul'discusi*ion, or a combination of tlte5,e. 

Keep ' Correspondence for Evidence, Correspondence alxiut 

tlie soaiTh should be kept in a .sa-fe place, a.s it may be netjded lUtcr t-o 

prove da/es andother fact.s about the invention. \ 

^ ^ it 

FOURTii STEP 

Studying Patents Found in^he Search 

Study Search Results. Your decision whether to, try to get a 
patent is primarily a business decision. It .should be, based on your 
own con.sideratiun of tlie .practical advantagevS of your inviention over 
the closest pa tenths found in the search. Your .searcher will send you 
copiei> of tlie.se patents. If an^ of them i.s exactly liko your invention, 
you will have lYo vhance.to obtain a patent. On the other han.d one 
or more patents may describe inventi6ns which are^jntended for tlie 
sonie^purpose as youis, but are different in various ways. Y^ou should 
study tliese and de<']i4e-^iether it is worthwhile to go ahea<l. 




Are Your Important Features New?. , If the features which 
make your nnention ihHerent from prior invent ionTs provide im- 
.poitant ad\auta<i:e-. you -houhl d!sl'u^^ the sitHation with your prac- 
titioner to determine whethvr. in his jmlo-ment. tiiere i^ a fair chanee, 
for Vuu to obtain a patent eoverm<r the^^ features. 

No Patent Can Cover Old Features, There is one point which 
you .should e^peclally hear in nund. You cannot obtain a patent 
which will prevent othei-s froln.u^in<r invention.s .shown in prior i>at- 
Qn%<.a/id any paf( nf:>rhUh yon mmjijn ahh to ohta'ni irUI ('or\jva- 
turtb^ichich maki your inct ntlon dlfftn^nt from these prior patents, 

FIFTH STEP 

Preparing the Patent Application 

Patent Application Includes Written Description. If you de- 
cide to try to <ret a patent, it will be nVee^^ary for you to ^end to the 
Patent and Trademark Ollice a formal writtvn , application describ- 
ing yojir invention. Thi^ is called Fi/iny the patent application. 

Employ Registered Attorney or Agent. Every inventor has the 
norht to prepare his own patent ai)pliciUion and Pros((Sut('' it in the 
Patent and Tradrniark Oflice without the help of any/attoniey or 
agent. However, the task of prosecutmn: a patent application to ob- 
tain strong protection mjuires a ^n'eAt de,al of professional knowl- 
edge and skill l)ased on trainincj and ex{>erience. An inventor who 
prepai-es'and prosecutes hi.s own iippjication is therefore alino.st cer- 
tain tx) endanger his chancers of obtamin*: a^^ood patent! unle^s he has 
a great deal of experience in tlu\se matter.s. The follpw^ing discussion 
of Pa^nt an(r Trademark Oiliee i)roi'edure ih therefore- provided to 
help }X cooperhte^with a registered patent practitioner and not 
with the thought tlmt you .shoij^l prepare and prosecute tour owif 
appHcat^im.'' . ' . 

Only Registered Persons May Legally Represent You. If your 
>seareh has been .made 'by a iH^gistered patent attorney or agent, you 
will probably want to have thi^^ same pei-son {prepare and prosecute 
your patent application. In any ca.s(\ m .selecting someone for thi.s 
purpose you should realke that only registered pei*son;^ are per- 
mitted to repres^Mit you.'lt is illegal for anyone to hold himself out 
as a practitioner qualified to prepare and prosecute patent applica- 

^'rhe word i'ros^cut*- ' iinnins Ujo wntinj; of letters and lopal amoiidnients to the 
Pao-nt and 'rrad»«rnark Omc»» to cunMiUT tho I'at»Mit and Trad^'inark Oflice oxamin^r that 
a imient should be jr ran ted, and to fix thp le;;al bco|)e of the patent protection 
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tions unless ho is so recrihteivd before the Patent & Trmleniark Of- 
fice. All of tlie«ott<)iiievs juul a*ri'iit> available to ivpiehi'iit private 
clients ami who lijne'beeii exaiuiiieil by the Patent ami Trailemark 
Oftiee ami foiiml iiualifieil an^ M^tell in the roster. This roster is for 
V#^ur prot^clioi} a<rainst un(|Ualifien or uiisciupiilou.^ pn^uiLs claiming 
competence towrepresent you.' -« 

An Application Consists of These Parts, The patent applica- 
tion will inehule an oath or drcUnatioii. a ih'.M nptiun of the inven- 
• tioii. called tlir S jn < Jfiaifion^ which cml^s >vith drfinit loiib of the 
invention Called and lilin«r fee. Tliciv will also^be a dia\fint^ 

If the 'imention i- one /hat can be illustrated. If a practitionei is 
Used, a 4)0\\er oratt(irnc\ is also included. 

Importance of Care. A «:reat deal dcju'iuK upon tin- caiv ami 
s^viU with which the specitication ami claims are written. IJ you fail 
\() Mipply your'practitioner with enou^rh information to help hii^i 
write a •rood specification and claims, the patent which you obUin 
piay be .so restricted that it* has little value, or yon nia\ e\ en lose your 
ri^ht to obtain a patent. AAlide your practitioner will (4ouI)tless ask 
yon (lue.stions to brui'T out the iiiipoitant points, it shvuld be helpful 
to ton in aiiswerin^r tJle^e qnestiojis to umlei>tand M)nie of the basic 
principles of patent law ami Pafent and Trademark OHice. practice. 

Patent Specification Must Djescribe Invention. The patent law 
^ re(|uirevs that the patent Spe< ilicati()n must pro\ ide a "description of 
""the invention wljich is sufliciently full and clhar to'^eiicli u pei-son 
skilled iiKthe field of the invention to make and use it. The patent' 
must also contain clauus that tlist iiitrui^h ^our mveiitioii^ from othei-s 
and vour most impif);1ant problem will be to secure* the grant^ of 
\ claims which co\;er your jnvciitiou fully and ^ive your patent the best 
chance for (n)nimercial success. You should -reivd the application 
carefully before signing it. 

Do Dfot Lin^it Patent Unnecessarily. ^ If the claims of ytmr pate'nt 
are limited to unimpoitant rncidental features, other pei-sons may be 
able to use the important features without paying you merely bv 
inalying simple changes. If your iiiventjon can bo carried out in dif-." 
ferent wa^-s, your practitioner tvill fiy to make this -clear in the 
patent spec ificatipn. He will try to claim (.he inveuticm in language 
, broad enough to include thesi' ditferent wa\s if this is necessary for 
ymir prfStection. You shjrnihl therefore* be careful to explain to him 
any other ways you may liave in mind for obtaining , the principal 
advantages of youi^ invent-ion. and not merely the best way. 
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Critical Ifnportance of Breadth of Claims. The claims ai^ the 
' mo^ iiupoilant pait of tlie patent .a])i)licat.ion. ^They define the 
boundaries of vour. patent nofhth and fix 'the amount of protection 
grante<l to ypu hy the patent. Even though you may liave made a 
broaxl invention, it will not he protected unless your clainij* are also 
' broad. • ^* . 

Claims Must Distinguish Invention, You \vill undei^stand from 
the piuvious diMHKsMon that your claim.s cannot pi'operly bo allowed 
if their hin<ruajre i.s broad that they describe o^irlier inventions. 
' On tile other hand, one or moi-e of your chiiins should be written in 
lanpuige which is orenoi'al enou^jh to piovide the proper le<^al pro- 
t(vtio;i. The'dillicult job that your practitioner has to accomplish is 
ihy^ to find the fe^itures which distmguish your in\cntion from curlier 
ones, and then to pivpare claims which define it in lan<rua<?e* which 
K broad^enou<rh t6 pro\ide proper protetjion while still including ono 
or another of the features whhch distinguish the invention from ear- 
lier ones. - . ' ' 

Ask Practitioner to Send You Office Actions, As 'discussed in 
the next section, your patent applicaTiVv?i, will l>e 'studied by a Patent 
and Trademark Office examiner. Theiv will usually 1k^ 'an, exchange 
of letters btUweon your practitioner and tTve Ptitent and Trademark 
Office to detdnuine whether a patent shall l>e ^granted, and the claims « 
, It shall contain. To make sure that yon are informed al)$)Ut these 
developments, -you should establish an uiideistanding with vour pnx;- 
titioner that he' will furnish you prompfly a ^•ol>y of each letter he 
receives from the Patent and Trademark Office and of each 'patent' 
discussed by the* Patent and Trademark Offic^ in these' lettei-s.- Ask 
^liiji also to send you jf copy of oadt^ letter of am^endmeiit or argument 
which he may file in i-esponse to these ]\itent and Trademark Office 
lettoi-s. Your iKactitioner can obtain for-yOn copies of the United 
State.s patents cited by the examiner tj^t a co;t of r>{) cents Wch. Yom 
can be helpful -to your practjtioner by reading thcvse patents and dis-'- 
• cussing them w'ith hiiju' • ^ • > ^ - 

i » 

SIXTH STEP , ^ 

Patent and Trademark O.ffice Prosecution 

The Patent and Trademark Office Examiner's' Task, Every 
application is examined by a Patent and Trademark Offiice examiner ' 
who will fii-st i-ead your application to satisfy- hiniself,tha,t the inven« 
tion has beeli properly described^ and wi}l then read the claims i^nd 



make a >oaivli aiiiun^^^ i)i it)r |)ateiit^ and pVintod puhlicatu^iis^ to liiul 
those nio^t cloxdy ivlated to* the feat luv^' covered in the^e cdalnis. 
This ^euivh l)V the examiner i^ suiiihir to the prollnilnary search al- 
ready made for yon» hnt the exuuiiner's seareH will* be more far- 
reaehin<r iii ni()>t cases. 

* Patent and Trademark Office Letter of Rejection, In present- 
itt^ elanns hroad eiioii^rh to [Protect Vou fully, your praetlt<oneV may 
writi? some of them in a form >o Inoad that ^he examiner will fioKl 
them to be unpatentable. Tlie exannner will nmke an Of cc' Act ion in 
tlie^forni ()f a letter in wlileh he \vill reject your elalnis if he finals aar- 
lier patents or publleatioiis whieli show tli(^ features you claim. He 
i^ll Jilso reject them even thoutrh they include same;jiew feature, if 
^le decides that the new featuie would be obviuu.s to a person having 
skill ui the field of the invention. T-lie exannner almost always finds 
one or more earlier patents or publications cloi^e enough to so^ne of 
your claims to cause him to reject them; soiue claims may be rejected 
while othei-s may be held to I>e^ allowable. The action of the Patent 
^.and, Trademark 'Ofilce in rejecting claims that cannot be validly 
patented sen-es as a guide ^o practitioners in^their etfoil^ secure 
for their'clients styong and/valid patents. 

Avoiding or Overcoming Rejection, Every Patent and Ti-ade- 
markT)flice action must be answered within the time period i^equircil, 

^ by thfe examiner to avoid abandonment. This answer «is in the form 
of a le^er addu^^^setUo the Comjuissioiier of Patents and Trademarks. 

. This letter may dim^ hi;Ti to cancel some of the original claims, and 
to^ change the language of other ciainis. Such a fetter >is called an 
^meruhneixt. In submitting such an -aniendmeiit, your practitioner 
nvill try to avoid adding limitations wiiich will restrict your patent 
unreasonably. In any case the letter mi^st point out the reasons for' 
believing that a patent should be grantetl. 

Help Your Practitioner in Prosecution, ^Whrle your pra):ti- 
'fioner will make a careful study of patents citeil in the Office action 
in preparing your amendment, it will be helpful, to him if you also 
study these pateiits. The information you will obtain in this way will 
" help you to decide whether you should abandon your patent applica- 
tion and avoid further ex pent^e or whether you should continue with 
your effoils. If you decide to continue you may, by your own study 
and knowledge of the practical details, be able to point out feat ixrevS 
and advantages yWhich will help your practioner in prei>aring the 
amendment, * 
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• , Tell Practitioner Promptly About Changes. It is important that 
you toll your i)raotitiouor promptly .of any ohan<^es' in your inven- 
tion wlfioh you have made or plan to make! The Patent and Thule- 
niark Oflioe rules do not i)erniit an .application to be changed by 

^addni<r new nuittor mu Ii as inij^rovenients, after the ai)pliCation has 
InVn filed u\ the I^it<^nt and Tradenuirk Ofllce. However, it is im- 
portant that you keo]) your i)raotitioner informed so tliat lie can do 
everythincr po^sihlo to sooure full oo\erage anil properly protect your 

•inhM-est^. If he finis he cannot ftdly protect your iiHi)rovenieiits in 
iho application alivady on file in the Pat<?nt and Trademark' Oflice, 
he luay rocfHiuuend that ytm fiK^ a now application to obtam full pro- 
tection. ^ ' 

Reconsideration by Examiner. After the examiner receives your 
anuMidniont, he will ao-ain ^tudy the ai)i)lication and make a second 
ofHro action. Thi^ may he a notice of allow^ance, telling you tliat you 
will 1)0 gmnted a jnitent, a rejecfion of all claims, or a rejection of 
some vh\'im< while allowing others. This exchange of office actions 
and amendments may be repeated until -the application is allowed 
by the examiner, or until the exaniiner states that the rejection is 

Where To Get Further Information. The prosecution of your 
appli<*ation,niay include an appeal fronrthe decision of the examiner 
to the Board of Appeals^ of the Patent and Trademark Office, or 
<)tlier procedures not discu>vsea in this pami>hlet. You may oh tain J ' 
forjonfhr^ on tJu.st /fron^luns from the other Patent aiid Trademark 
Office puhlicatioiiH listed In the front of this painphlet. The.Tat- 
eht an<l Tra(^iiiark Office cannot act as your individual counsellor; 
you should seek defailed counsel from your own practitioner. If you 
have any (juestion of a general nature regarding patents, however, 
you may write to the (Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks^ 
A\''^isliin<rton, I).(\ '2i)'>:n. If your (luestion relal^es to commercial pro-' 
motion of your inTentum or patent, you may write or got in touch 
with one of the other offices meiiti(meli in the answers to questions 41, 
' 42 and 44 near the end of this pamphlet. 

Marketing and Developing the Invention 

Importance of Development Effort • 

Lot assume now that you have obtained your patx^nt and that 
•you want 'to know what you iii^y do to profit from it. You were told 

»/ 
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at the hefriniung of thib pamphlet that you could not hopl; to profit 
unlej-b your in\entiun provided bonie re^dt or fe^iture havjro: an ad- 
vantage which would enable you to^sell it. It 'is equally 
you are \erv unhkely to profit* even after you have receiver 
unle>i> you either u^e the invention yourself or pei*huadj? otl 
' it by pointing out to tlieui the advantage^ which it provide 
seldom promote theni>elves. It ii> unlikely that other peopl 
by re^adiiig the patent* will recogiiize the advantagets and 
wkjh an otl'er to purchase the patent or license rights \}i\<Mi 
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Xeither the Patent and|3Vadeiiiark Ollice nor any othen 
nuMit iigeiK v can help you' to tliv extent of acting as a salddmau on 
yoii/^ljehalf to cncuunige othci-b to adopt the features of yoiil patent 
and pay you for their u^e. However, the Patent and TradeiAirk Of- 
^nco and other Government agencies provide services which niiy help 
in your own, activities. .Services wPiich may be helpful iwe discussed 
in the answeis to 4uestion^ 40 to 44 in the question -and anbwei\sectron 
at the end of this pamphlet.- 

When May Invention. be Revealed? 

JIany inventoi^ ask when they ihay safely reveal their inv( ntions 
to othei-s in their etfort.s to obtain financial backing or to induce some 
pei>>on or busine&s organization to' buy their patent rights, ^lo an- 
swer can be giveii. to this question which may be applied to (vvery 
individual situation ; you should seek competent legal advice in re- 
gard to your particular problems. However, the following gjeneraU 
statements may be helpful. 



Precaution After Patent Issuance 

After the patent ib ^j^sued it is safe to reveal to others everything 
that is. actually described or illustrated in the patent. These details 
are then no longer bCi^ret. for they are published in the printed copies 
of your patent which ai-e available to anyone. A. precautionary word 
should be given, however, in connection with later inventions or Im- 
provements which ai-e related to the patent. You ^bould be guided by 
legal counsel ih deciding what to say to a prospective purchaser or 
•licensee. ' ,^ . 



12 



Added Precaution Before Patent Issuance 

If you (krido to„try to .sell the invention or license rights upder 
It- while your application is still pending in the Patent and Tradc- 
i nuirk Oilico you will noetUo consider another point. Your patent ap- 
VlH-aiion serial niiuiher a;ul tiling date are maintained in .confidence 
by the Patent and Tradeiuark Office, and these and other dates may 
be nnportant if any (juestion arises^ ai^Ato who is tfi> fii-st inventor. 
You sh.)ukl avoid revealing this information pi-ematumly or care- 
lessly, and got legal advice on tJiis point in connection with negotia- 
tion. 

F urther Precaution Before Applying for Patent 

It is also^)().ssil>le to u(fg(>tiate with a purchaser for sale of rights 
in your invuiftion v\vn before you have applied* for A patent, but such 
a iu*()(V(lure i^ivolves oth?r problems. Many people ^iij^mit tJieir in^ 
ventions to pi^^xspective mauufactui-ei-s, after having them witnessed, 
without luu ing liist applied fgr patent protection. Tlie.inventor ihay 
feel that thi> is the only course available if he has no way of det'ef- 
mining whether his invention ha.s merit, or if he is unable to afford 
^rhe co^t.of a patent application. Jf you conteniplate taking such a 
* coui-se, you are .strongly urged to seek legal advice befoi;e doing so. 



Answers to Questions Frequently Asked 

Meaning of Words ''Patent Pending'' 

1. jr///// r/o th( ti ) ms -pffti nt pt nding^ and ^'patent applied for'' 



inedH : 



, . 1 
A. 'rhoy are us(m1 by a manufacttirer or, seller of an aitfcle to 

ui'foriii the pul)lic Uiat an application for rfatent on that article 

is on tile in the Patent and Trademark OfficX The law imposes a 

^h'ue on those who use the^e terms falsely to deceive the public. 

Patent Application ^ . , 

2. / Ifan himU so)fu chanrjiH and ImproveinenU In my invention 
affi V my putnd appj'nntlon xran filed in the Patent -and Trade- 
mark (Jfpr(. May I am/nd m^y patent application hy adding a 
disniption or {[lustration of these features? 
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A. Xo. The huv hpecificiUly provide;' tliat new niatte^- §h*aH"nQt 
be intio(hiced-intrt the (li.-,el^.Mi/e df 'si patent application. How- 
os'er. you .sliould call th(r'atte|itioir of your practitioner promptly 
to any such changes you may make or plan to niake^, so that he 
may take or reconnnend any steps that may be nccessaiy for -your 

• > protection. . , . 

^•/^^^'^ ^''^ "PPly for a patent? . . • ' 

A. By uiaking the proper^application to the ^^onnnissloner of 
Patentft and Trademark, 1\'ashington. D.C. 20231. 

•t- Q- Of mhat dots a patent qppUcation consist? ' 

IV. An application fee. a .specifi^atipn and claims describing and 
(iQfinmg the invention, aai oath or declaration, and j drawing if 
, the invention can be illustrate''d. " 

o. Q. What are the Patent and Trademark Office fees in connection 
uuth filing of an application for patent and issuance of , the pat- 

• ant? . » _ - < ^ 

"A. A fding fee of plus certain additional charges for claims 
<lependmgou their number and the niaWr of their presentation 
ai-e required when the applicatiofr-is-^d. An i.ssUe fee of $100 
plus certain printing charges is also'required if the patent is to 
be grante<l. Thi.s i.ssue fee is hot required until your application 
IS allowed by the Patent and '^Prademark -Office. 

6. Q. Are ^wdeh required as partj)f the, application? /• 

A; Only in the^uost exceptionaLcases. The Patent and Trade- ' 
mark Office -has the power to r(<qun-e thaf a model be furnished 
but rarely exercises it. ' 

7. Q. Is it necm^,to\o to the Patent aird Trademark Office to 
■ transact iminess concerning patent matters? 

A. Xo; mo^t business with the Patent and Trademai^k Office is 
. coiiducted by correspondence. Intei-views regarding pending ap>' 
phbations mn be ari'anged with examinei-s if necessaiT, however! 
and are of teJV helpful. - 

8. Q Caiv the Patent .and Trademark Office give advice as. to 
w/iether an inventor shduhl apply for a patent? ' 



-V. No. It, can oiil.v cqnsiJtbr tlie patenlability of an invention 
wiverftliis qtieftioivcomes regularly before it as a patent applica- 
tion.-- \ ••. . 



..Q. h th'^re. <i4 danger that the Patent and Tfademark Offtce 
will give*'o/her8' infoivnaijon contained in jjiy application while 
it is pending? . / ^ - ' ' ^ 

■ A. No. All patent applications are maintaihed in the strictest 
^secrec^' until the patent is issued;. Aftfer the.patent fs issuwi, how-^ 
over, tlie Patent and Trademark Offic^file containing, the a^pli- 
.cation and a,ll cori-espondeVce leading % to issuance of the-pat- 
ent IS made available in the Patent and Trademark Office Sgarch 
..Room f6r inspection by anyone, and copies' pf these files- may 'be 
purchased from tKePatent-an^Tradem^k'Oifite. '« . / 

^:^y I Site to the Pc^tent^and Trademark^ Ofce ■directl'y' • 
^otit-imy g^p^catioif^fter it-is Pedf' ti . ■ ■ ! 

. ■ 4. The Patent .Snd Trademark Office will answer- applican/'s 
- inquiri^ as t<)'the status tff^ the 'application; and inftfrm him 
V -whether his application has been rejected, allaw^; or'is:await- 
mg action by. the Patent and Trademark t^fti'cfe. However„if ydu^ 
.you have a'practitionei^'the Pateiit ^nd Trademark' bffice cgjinot 
; corres^nd wrth-b<t.h you and Ihe aflomey concerning tiie merits 
1 s ,of your -application. All comments C9pceming your invention 
should be forwaMed through yoqu practitioner. ; ' . 

n.. Q. What happens when two. inv^ois apply separately for a 
patent fa^ the same invention? / • J 

: A. If the effective filing dat^ are sufficiently cloge, an' "inter- 
■ ference" is declared and testimony may'be subiqitt^d to the Pat- 
• ent and Ti-ademark Office to clltermine whick inventor is entitled 
to the patent. Your attorney or agent can give you further infor- 
mation if it becomes n^essary. 

- ' V ' '■ " ' " 

12."^ Q. Can ajhortened stattitory peribd of 3 m^ths set by the Pat- 
mt and .Trademark Office 'for response to an office custion in a 
pending application he extended? 

' • .' 

- A. .Yes, upon written request, but onlj; up to the maximum pe- 
riod of SIX months, which is fixed by law, and with good .reasons 
for the request. An applipation will become abandoned unless & 

, complete response is received in the Patent and Trademark Of- 
fice within the time set. . 
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When To Apply for Patent ^ ^ 

13. Q. I hai'e hem makhig and' selling my invention for the past IS 
months and, have hfOi filed a patent application. Is it too late for 
me to apply for "j^atent? 

A, Yes. A valid patenMiiay not be obtained if the itiventi6n was 
. in public ijbo or on sale in the United States of America for more 
than one year prior to the filing of your patent application. Your 
own public 'use and sale of the invention for more than a year 
before your application 'is filed will bar your right to a patent 
just as effectively as if this use and sale had been done by some^ 
' one else. ' ' f 

• ' • V 

14. Q, I published a/rart'icle describing my Invention in a magazine 
13 months ago. Is it too late to apply'for a patent? < 

A. Yes. The fact thafe'you are the ^author of the article \tould not 
^ save your patent application. The law provides that the inventor^ 
is not entitled to a patent if the invention . Ifas been described in 
a printed publication anywhere in the world more than a ye 
before his patent application is filed. 

Who May Obtain a Patent * 

15. Q.IstheYe any ^restriction as to persons who may obtain a United 
States patent? 

A. No, except for Patent 'and TVvademark Office Employees, any 
inventor may obtain a parent regardless of age fl^^sex, by com- 
plying with the provisions -of the rn^v.' A foreign ciftizen may^ 
^ ' obtain a patent under exactly the sani^ conditions as a United 
Sfates citizen. ^ 

» 

16. Q* If twd or more persons work together to nmhe an invention^ to 
whom will the patent be granted? 

A. If each had a Share in the ideas forming the invention, they 
are joint inventors and a pateht will be issued to, them jointly on 
the basis of a proper patent application filed by them jointly. If 
on the other hand one of these persons Ws provided all of the 
ideag' of the invention, and the other has only followed instruc- 
tions in making it, the person who contributed ;the ideas is the 
sole inyentor and the patent {application and^atent should be fn 
his name alone. ' 
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17. Q. li ane pn^^n fimuihcs all of the ideas to imke an invention 
and another employs him or fxmiishes the Tuoney for building 

„ and testing the inventioiu should the patent application he filed' 
by them jointly? ^ . 
' # * / / 

A. No. The applicAtion must bcsignedH^ the true inventor, and 
' ; • filed in thq Patent a:nd Ti^demark'Office, lYi liis name. This js the 
' poi-son who fumishevS tlio ideas^ not -the enlployer or the person 
' who fiy-nishes the money. 

18. Q.May qyatent be granted, if an inventor dies before filing his 
^ application? ' J 

'A. Yes; the application may be file<l by tlie inventor's executor 
K or 'administrator. • " V 

19. Q. While in England this summer,'! found an article on sale 
^ which wa^ very inge^ioifs and has not been introduced into the^ 

United States or patched or described in o^blicatioii, May I 
obtain a United, States patent on this inventic 



A. No. A-rnited States patent m^Be obtained" cfnly by the true 
-inventor, not by someone \vho learns of an invention ^pf another. 




Ownership arid Sale of Patent Rights 

20. Q. May the invj;ntor sell or othXicise transfer his right to his 
patent or patent 'application to someone else? o 

• A, Ye^TIe ma*y se^l' all or any pait of his interest in tlie patent 
application or patent to anyone by a properly' worded assign- 
ment. The application must be filed in the Patent and Trade- 
ihark Office as the invention o'f thejrue inventor, however, and 
not as the inventiod of the pei-sqn who has purchased the inven- 
tion from him. i 

21. Q. If tiro persons oi^^n a patent jointly, loTt^t can they do to grants 
a license to some third person or company to make, or sell 
the invention? ' 

A. lliey may ^n-ant the license jointly, or either one of them may 
grant such a license without obtaining the consent of the other. 
A joint owner does not need' the consent of his co-owner either 
to make, use, or sell the invention of the {patent independently, 
^ or to grant licenses to Othei-s. This is true even th^h the joint 
owner who giants the license owns only a veiy smalFpart of the 
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patent. Unlej|S you want to grant this -power to a. person to 
whoifc you assign a part interest, you should ask your lawyer to 
inc^ule bpecial lang\iage in the assignment to prevent this result. 

122. Q. As joint hit'tntor^ I wish to protect myself agaimt the possi- 
bility that my co-inccntor may^ without my approval^ license^ 
same third party luuler our joint patent, Ilmv can I accomplish 
' thisf 

A. Consult your lawyer and ask him to prepai-e an agreement for 
execution Jnr you and yoiu* co-inventor to protect each of yod 
against'tTHS possibility. 

r • ' . • ^ ^ ^ 

-Duration of Patents ^ . 

. ' * }' 

.231 Q. For hoic long (Aerm of years is a pbte^itj granted? 

. A. Seventeen yeai^s froin the date of issue ;^except for patents on 
- 'designs* which are glinted for terms of 3i/^, 7, or. 14 yea^. 

24. ' Q. ^ay the term of a patentr be extended? 

-^V. Only by special act of Congress, and 4his occurs very lurely 
^ and only in jjjj^st except iorial'^circ must ances. 

25. Q. Does the patentee continue to have any control over me of ike 
inventioii after his patent expires? 

A. No. Anyone li^ the f^e right to use an in^ntion covered in 
an expli*Qd,^patent, so long as he does not use features covered in 
. ^nexp^red^gia tents in doing so. ^ ^ 

Patent Searching ( ' . . 

A'. I^i ti^e Search Room of the Pateij^t and Trademai:k 0|ice- in 
Crvsta ^ laza. 2021 Jefferson Davis Highway, Arlington, Vir-- 
ginia.^j^assified and numerically arranged sets of United States 
(Vm\ fm^gn patents are kept there for public use. JJi&nerical files 
ixrh alscT-kept by 22 libraries scattered throughout the United 
States. The booklet, "Genei^l lnfonnation Concerning; Patents'' 

cojQtains a list»of these libraries. \, " . 

" - \ \ 

2Tl Q. Will tfie Patent and Tradexoork Office make searches for in- 
\lividuals to help them decide whether to file patent applications? 

■ 1^ ? 
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A. No. But it will assist inventors who come to the Search Room 
by helping them to find the proper patenir clashes in which to 
make th^r^searchek F«>r a reasonable fe^ it will furnish lists of 
patents in any class and subclass, and copies of these patents may 
be purchased for. 50 cents each in most instances, ^Ithough plant 
, pateuts unusually largft "jui^ibo" patents cost one .dollar. 

Attorneys and Agents " ^ v * 

ft 

28. QyOoes the Patent and Trademark Office control the fees^charged 
, by patent Tittomeys and agents for their services? 

^ A, No. This is .a inatter l>etween you and^ur patent afiorn^y 
or agent in which the Patent and Trademark Olfic() takes n§ part. 
In order to avoid possible inisunderstanding you may wish to. 
ask him for estimates in advance of his approximate charges 
f^r: (a) tlie search, described previously in steps' three and lour; 
(h) preparation of the piitent application, step five, an^;(c)- 
Patent and Trademark Office prosecution, step six. 

29. Q, Will the Patent and Trademark. Office inf'oi^n Trie whether 
the patent attorney or agent I have selected is reliable orhmst- 
y)orthy? ' " " . ^ q 

A. All patent attorneys and agents registered' to practice before 
the Patent and Trademark Oflice ave expected be reliable and 
^ ^ trustworthy. The Patent and Trademarlc Office can /teport only 
that a pai-ticuljft individual is, or is not, in good standing on the 
register. . ' \. - . ^ 

30. Q\ If I am dissatisfied with my patent attorney or agent m^y I 
change to another? ^ 

A» Yes. There are forms for appointing at'^orneys and revolting 
their powei-s o^attorney ia the pamphlet entitldH "Generai In- 
formation Concerning Patents." See the list of publicaiT&ns^ in 
the^front of this pamphlet for price and sources. 

3L Q, Will the fatent and Trademark Office Jielp^me^ to select a pat-, 
ent attorney or agent ^^^make my patent search or to prepare' and 
prosetute my patent application? ^ ^ ' ^ ^ 

A. N6. The Patent and Trademark Office cannot mak^ this 
1 choic^for you. However, your o^n friends or general attorney' 
may Kelp you jn making a selection from among those, listed as 
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registered practitioiiei-s on the Patent antl Xra(lemi\rk Office 
roster. Also, bar associations in som^^ localities operate lawyer 
ri^feri-al seiVices that niaint^iin lists of patent lawyers available 
to accept new clients. * 

iV2. Q, Iloic can I be\9ure that piy patent attormy or agent will not 
receal to othem the .seorta of my Invention? 

\ » ' " \ 

A. Patent attorneys and agents earn their livelihood by the con- 
fidential Services they perform fm their clients> and if any at- 
torifey or agent improperly Reveals an invention disclosed to him 
by a client, that attorney or agent is siil)^ecf to disbarment from 
. fiiilher practice before the Patent and Tmdemark Ofiice and loss', 
of his livelilKjod. Pei-sons who withhold infonnation about their 
inventions from their attorneys and agents make a serious mis- 
talc^, fbr the attorney or agent cannot do a fully ^Jfectije job 
unless he is fully informed. ' . ' »• 

Plant ahd Design Patents * 

33. Q. t)oes ^e law provide patent pj^tectlon for 'invention of new 
and onxamental dtsigns for articles of^ manufacture^ or for new 
varieties df plants? 

A. Yes. If you have made ah invention in one of these fields, 
you should i-ead the Pateht j^|d"l'r1idemark Ofcce pamphlet^ 
'•General Infonnation CoKfceniino: Patent." 



Technical Knowledge Available Fron/Vatents .15. 

34. Q, I have not modi an invention hut have encountered a problem. 
Can I obtain knowledge throu§h patents of what has been ^oiie 
by others to solve the problem? 

A. Tl%i)atents in the Patent and Trademark Office Search Room 
arp an-anged by subject matter and contain a vast wealth of 
technical infonnation and suggestions. You may come to the* 
Search Room and review these patents, or engage a patfentfprac- 
titioner to do tliis for and sejid you ^pies of^tlie pfergnts*^ 
itiost closely related to your problem. 

'V ^..^•^^^ - 

Infringement of Others' Patents # 

35. Q. If I obtain a patent ^on my\ invention will I be protected . 
^against the claims af other^^ who a^o^t that I am infringing their 

^ patents when I make^ use^ or sell my own invention? w 

^> « ' f 
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A. Xo. There may bo a jtatent of a inor<i basic natui^ on which 
your invention is an iniproveniont.. If yourMnv(?ntion is a de- 
^tailed refin<?nient or feature of such a basically protected inven- 
tion» you may not use it without the consent of tjie patentee, just 
^ as no one will have the* right to use your patenteti improvement 
Without your consent. You should seek compettmt le^al Jidvic<3 
befoi-e starting to niaJce or sell or use your ifivention commer- 
mlly, even if it is protected by a patent granted to you/ 

Enforcement of Patent Hights . ^ 

36. g. Win the Patiiit and Trademark Ofce help m\ to prosecute 
othern if they infringc^he jghts granted to me bu^ny patent? 

A. :Xo. theJ^atent and Trademark Oflice has no.jurisdiction wer 
questions relating to the infnn{i:enient of patent rights. If your 

. patent is infringed you may sue the infringer in the appropriate 

^ United States couvt atyouf- own expense. 

Patent Protection in Foreign Countries 

37. Q, Does a United States patent give protection in foreign coun- 
tries? , 

A. Xo. The United States patent protects your inventi<^n fnly in 
this country. If you wish to protect your invention in foreign 
countries, you .must file an application in the patent office 6t eaxih 
such country, wfthin the time permitted by law. This may bo 
quite expensive: both because of the cost of filing and prosecuting* 
•the individual patent applicat'ions, and because of the fact that 
most foreign countrfes require payment of fees, to maintain pati- 
ents in force. You should inquire of your practitioner about these 
cost.<^ before you decide to file in foreign countries. 

National Defense Inventions 

38. Q. / have developed o/n invention which may he of interest to the 
Armed Forces or other Government agencies. Hoio shall I bring 
it to their attention? * - ^ 

A. If you know the name of the agency that you think might liave 
an interest in your invention submit complete descriptive infor- 
jnation to that agency. If you do not know of a specific agency 
you can send the infonnation to the Office of Innovation and 
Invention. Xationd Bui^au of Standards, U.S. I>fpartment of 
Connnerce, Washington, D.C.,^ 20234. ' ' 

■* 
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39. Q.J belitvt^thaf the publication oj a patent, on my inventian 
jtvouhl (let rime ntaJ to the iiat tonal defense!'^ or this reason^ I 

. (mi reluctant to fUo^T patent application unless ther^e is a special 

tmthod of haniUing cases of this n€tture\ ^Vhat should I dof 

* X I ' • t ' ^ . ■ 

' A. You need have no qimlins about filing an application in the 

' U.f^vPatenraiid Tradenhirk Office. If' it is detonniiie<l that pub- 

- , hcation of tho inV'<?nti?)n by the gi*anting of a 'patent would be 

dep-ijuental to the national defense, the Ooniniibsioner otV^^i^\}& 

and Tnideniarks, Nvill order that the invention be' feept secret 

and will witlikold^ the grant of a patent until a decision is made 

that diMdos>ure of the invention ib no^ longer detrimental 'to the 

national security. If an order is ibsue<l that the invention of your 

pat<* nt application be kept sex^-ret, you will b^ entitled to appy for 

(ompenijiitiun from the Government, if and when the application 

is held to be allo>yable. ^* • 

Developing* and Marketing Inventions anSi Patents 

40. Q". ]Vill the Fat(,nt and Tradtmoj^k Office advise vi'ejis to whether 
a ctrtai^i pattnt promotion organization is reliable and trust- 
worthy f 

Ar Xo. Tl* Patent and Trademark Office has no control over 
i>uch organizations and does not supply infonuation about them. 
It is adcisabJt, hoia nr^ to'chtck on tfie reputation of invention 
promotion frmH bi fort m(fking any commitnients. It is^sugg^^ted 
that "you obtain this information by inquiring of the*Betfer Busi- 
ne^to Bui-eau of the city in jvhich the^ organization is located, or 
of thfc bureau of commerce and industry or buro^ of consumer 
affairs of the state in w^iich the organization has *its place of 
business You may also undcitake to make sure that yoU are 
dealing with reliable people by asking your own patent attorney 
or^agent whether he^has knowledge of them, or by inquiry 
othei-s \k\\o may know them. ^ 

41. Q. .fre there any organizatiqns in my area which can teJijp^ how 
and whirt I nuiy be able tq^oblain cissistancc in develapi7ig and 

^marketing my inve lit ion? * ^ ♦ 

■ ' ' • 

A. Yes. In your ow7i7or neighboring communities' you may in- 
quire of such organizations as chambers of commerce, baliks and 
area de\)drtments of power companies and railroads. Many com- 
mu^niti^ have locally financed industrial development organiza- 
tions which can help you locate manufacturers and individuals 
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who might bcr interest^ in promoting ^^our 4deai Yau can also 
^ obtain H.ssistance from one of the district offices of the, U.S. De-- 
partnient pf Commerce or of the^ Small Business Administration 
located near yoii. Tlie addi-esses of these offices are listed iii your- 
local telephoife dii^ctory. 

42. Q, Are theft any state gocernnunt Agenc'ieis that cm h^lp nie in 
> devdoj)}ng and jnavketing offmy invention?. , ^/'''^v^ ']^\ \ ' ^ 

*^^.r>W|nL^near}y all statos ttiei^ are ^tat^ pJffli4i&g ami; develop- 
ment agguejeb oi>depai-tiiients of aonnncrce^and industry Vhich 
seek new pVoduct and new process ideas txi assist man u fact iiret-s 
and 4:oiUi|iiniities in the §^e. if you do not kiibw the names or 

addresses, of yi^ur i>tatel^|;a^^ yc>" caji* obtain this in- 

formation by wi-iting to'^^ie gdtlt^ior of yrour state..^ ^ 
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48. Q. Can the Pdientand TrademAtk OiftQc assist me inJM^evelr 
oping and marketing^f my pate'nt? " ' ^ 

- A. Only to a veiy limited^ 'extent,: The -Patent and Trademajrk 
CTffice cannot act or advise (ronceming the business transactions 
or .arrangcm^its that are inVolv^ in^the developriient and mar- 
ketin^^lfii invention. However, the Patent and TradeniaiJv Qf- 

•^^^0 wnr^nbli^h, at 4;hG request-of a paieiit owner, a notice in the 
^^fficial Gazette'' that ttte patent is available for. licensing -or 
saie. The fee for this service is $3, • * , ' - ^ 

44. Can any l\S, ((ov^Tninent agency other than tKe.Pg.tent aTid' 
, Trade mark Office assist nie in the development amLm%fkttinci of 
my invent i(ynf ^ * ' ^ • 

A. Tl^jtSjnall Busiifess Administration may be able to help- you, 
oron^f the/listrict offices of the U.S. Departnionf of-Comuierce 
field offices. SBA has over*60 offices in various cities in the Unit^l 
Statp^-and it offei-s tlxrough its pnxfucts tissistance program it- 
formation and counsel to -small concerns who are interested in 

^ new products. You may wnsh to get in touch with one of these 
offices of the Small Business Adiiiiinistration. The address^js^of 
the field offices of the^U.S. Department of, Commerce aml^^tho 
Small Business Adminibtration are listed in your locnl telephone 

- directory. * « » - , ' 

' - .* 
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